Parkinson's disease: the case for novel treatment strategies.
Over the past 30 years, significant strides have been made toward improving symptomatic therapy of patients with Parkinson's disease. However, limitations persist, and the incremental improvement each new drug offers a patient yields only a minimal advantage therapeutically. Therefore, to alter meaningfully the natural course of this debilitating disorder, which becomes more prevalent each year in our society, significant novel therapeutic approaches must be tested. Genetic intervention in Parkinson's disease may offer an entirely different method for treating this disease in the future, based not only on symptomatic therapy, but also on neuroprotective and/or neuroregenerative therapy which would alter the natural history of relentless progression.